
There are not many scores which are also a valid postcode, but that is exactly what Kate Ward managed to 
achieve last Tuesday aŌernoon. Vulnerable against not and fourth to speak, Kate heard two passes before 
her Right Hand Opponent opened One Diamond. This was her hand: 
 

 T8  
 AK985 
 KQ4  
 AQ7  

 
Kate chose to overcall One Heart.* Her LeŌ Hand Opponent passed, as did her partner. RHO now reopened 
with a double and Kate felt (quite correctly!) that she had a liƩle more to show than she had so far 
promised and so promptly redoubled. 
 
North chose to pass this, as did her partner and when RHO also passed, she found herself in the highly 
unusual contract of One Heart Redoubled. The Nine of Diamonds was led and Dummy was laid out. Here 
were the four hands: 
 
 
    K542 
    J32 

 97  
    8632  
 
 T8       Q97 
 AK985      QT7 
 KQ4       632 
 AQ7       KT54 

 
    AJ63 
    64  

 AJT85  
    J9  
 
South won the first trick with the Ace of Diamonds and then played another Diamond, hoping her partner 
might ruff. Kate won the King, drew trumps and then ran her four club tricks, discarding the Eight of 
Spades. When the dust had settled, she managed to score eleven tricks and the bridgemate was quietly 
announcing a score of 2320. We weren’t showing percentages this session, but it didn’t take long to 
determine this was an undisputed top. 

 

*Boring Bridge Bit: the hand is a little too strong for a simple Overcall. With a hand this good, you don’t 
want your partner to pass with any sort of fit or you may well miss game. I would suggest doubling with 
this hand first – your partner will think it’s a takeout double and bid Clubs, when you then bid Hearts it 
shows a hand too good to just overcall. That would express your hand a little more completely than just a 
simple overcall. 

Having said that, I’ve never managed to achieve a score of 2320 – so what would I know? 


